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6.04.005    P urpose.
T hese Byl aws ar e i nt ended t o gui de t hose per sons owning or keepi ng dogs wi t hi n t he T own of 
Tewksbury in t hei r r ol e as responsibl e pet owner s. Alt hough i t is hoped t hese r egul at i ons wi ll act 
as an educati onal t ool , it must be under st ood t hat t he enf or cement of t his byl aw i s necessary to 
protect the rights and safety of the publ i c. ( Art . 21, ATM  1997)

6.04.010   Ref erence t o Massachusett s  general  l aw s.
Any r ef er ence t o a “Sect i on” i n thi s Byl aw shall mean Chapt er 140 of t he Massachusett s General
Laws, unl ess ot her wi se st at ed. ( Art . 21, ATM  1997)



6.04.020    Def i ni ti ons.
Unl ess other wi se set out i n thi s Byl aw, any t er m def i ned i n Chapt er 140, Sect i on 136A,
Massachuset ts  Gener al Laws, shal l have t he same meani ng i n t his Byl aw, and shall be expressl y
i ncorpor at ed her ei n.

“Animal control officer”, an appointed officer authorized to enforce sections 136A to 174 G,
inclusive. (Acts of 2024) (Art. 37, ATM 2013; Art 21, ATM 2025)

“Ani mal shelt er”, Any pr emi ses desi gnated f or t he purpose of i mpoundi ng and car i ng f or
ani mal s  hel d under aut hori t y of  t hi s  byl aw.

“At lar ge”, At large shall mean on or off the premi ses of the owner , and not under t he contr ol of
the owner or aut hori zed escort  ei t her  by leash, cor d, chai n or  ot her wi se.

“Encl osed ar ea”, A por ti on of t he owner’ s pr operty whi ch i s secured by f enci ng i n such a
man ner t hat t he dog, once i nsi de t he ar ea cannot exit of i ts own accord. The Ani mal Control
Officer, after an i nspect ion of t he  area, wi ll  det er mi ne i f t he encl osed ar ea i s sui t abl e or  not .

“Kennel”, a pack or collection of dogs on a single premise, including a commercial boarding or
training kennel, commercial breeder kennel, domestic charitable corporation kennel, personal
kennel or veterinary kennel.

 “Commercial boarding or training kennel”, an establishment used for boarding,
holding, day care, overnight stays or training of animals that are not the property of
the owner of such establishment, at which such services are rendered in exchange for
consideration and in the absence of the owner of such animal; provided, however, that
this definition shall not include an animal shelter or animal control facility, a pet shop
licensed under section 39A of chapter 129, a grooming facility operated solely for the
purpose of grooming and not for overnight boarding or an individual who temporarily,
and not in the normal course of business, boards or cares for animals owned by others.

 “Commercial breeder kennel”, an establishment, other than a personal kennel,
engaged in the business of breeding animals for sale or for exchange to wholesalers,
brokers or pet shops in return for consideration. 

 “Domestic charitable corporation kennel”, a facility operated, owned or maintained by
a domestic charitable corporation registered with the department, or an animal welfare
society or other nonprofit organization incorporated for the purpose of providing for
and promoting the welfare, protection and humane treatment of animals, including a
veterinary hospital or clinic operated by a licensed veterinarian, which operates
consistent with such purpose while providing veterinary treatment and care.  

 “Personal kennel”, a pack or collection of more than 4 dogs, 3 months old or older,
owned or kept under single ownership, for private personal use; provided, however,
that   breeding of personally owned dogs may take place for the purpose of improving,
exhibiting or showing the breed, use in legal sporting activity or other personal
reasons; provided, further, that selling, trading, bartering or the distribution of such
breeding from a personal kennel shall be to other breeders or individuals by private
sale only and not to wholesalers, brokers or pet shops; provided, further, that personal
kennels shall not sell, trade, barter or distribute any dogs not bred from their
personally owned dogs; and provided, further, that dogs temporarily housed at a



personal kennel, in conjunction with an animal shelter or rescue registered with the
department, may be sold, traded, bartered or distributed if the transfer is not made for
the purpose of profiting thereby. 

 “Veterinary kennel”, a veterinary hospital or clinic that boards dogs for reasons in
addition to medical treatment or care; provided, however, that this definition shall not
include a hospital or clinic used solely to house dogs that have undergone veterinary
treatment, observation, or will do so, only for the period of time needed to accomplish
the needed veterinary care. (Art. 37, ATM 2013; Art. 21, ATM 2025)

“Licensing Authority”, As provided by the Massachusetts General Laws (MGL) is the Town
Clerk. (Art. 37, ATM 2013)

“Li cense Per iod”, T he l icense peri od shall be fr om J anuar y 1 of each year to December 31 of the
same year .

“Li vest ock or F owl ”, Ani mal s or fowl  kept or propagat ed by t he owner f or food or as a means of
li vel i hood; al so and deer, el k, cott ontail r abbit, northern hare, pheasant, quail, partridge and other
bi r ds and quadr upeds determi ned by t he Depar t ment of Fi sheri es, Wil dl if e and Envi r onment al
Law Enf orcement t o be wi l d and kept by, or under a per mi t fr om, sai d depar t ment i n proper
houses or suit abl e  encl osed yar ds. Such phrase shal l  not i ncl ude dogs, cat s and ot her  pet s.

“Owner ”, Owner shall mean any per son or persons, firm, association or corporation owning,
keeping or harboring a  dog owned or  kept  i n t he T own.

“Per son”, An i ndi vi dual , part ner shi p, company or  corporati on.

“Restr ai nt”, A dog shal l be deemed t o be under “rest r aint ” if i t is on t he premi ses of t he owner
ac compani ed by a per son who shall have t he dog under cont r ol ; or i s i n a sui tabl y enclosed ar ea;
or if out si de t he premi ses of t he owner , i s accompani ed by a per son who shall have t he dog under
cont r ol by hol di ng i t fi r ml y on a  l eash no gr eat er  than si x ( 6) feet i n l engt h.

“V et er i nar y hospi t al ”, An est abl i shment mai nt ai ned and operated by a licensed veterinarian for
t he boar di ng of ani mal s or the di agnosis and t r eat ment of di seases and i nj uri es of ani mal s.
( Ar t . 26, AT M 2004;  Ar t. 21, AT M 1997)

6.04.030    Regi st rat i on – Li censes.
The owner or keeper of any dog over the age of 6 months shall obtain a license for the dog. The
registering, numbering, describing and licensing of a dog shall be conducted in the Office of the
Town Clerk. The license shall be subject to the condition expressed in the license that the dog
which is the subject of the license shall be controlled and restrained from killing, chasing or
harassing live stock or fowl.
(Art 37, ATM 2013)

Dogs must wear i denti fi cat ion t ags, att ached t o t he coll ar , at al l times when off the premises of the
owner. The T own Cl er k shall mai nt ai n a r ecor d of t he i denti f yi ng number s and shall make t his
r ecor d avai lable t o t he publi c. No per son shall keep mor e t han f o u r  ( 4) dogs, over t he age of si x
( 6)  months,  at  any si ngl e  fami l y r esi dence  wit hi n t he T own. ( Ar t . 21, AT M  1997)



6.04.040    Vacci nat i on agai nst rabies.
T he T own Cl er k shal l not gr ant such l icense f or any dog unl ess the owner thereof pr ovi des t he
T own Cler k wi t h ei ther a vet eri nar ian’s cert if i cati on t hat such dog has been vacci nat ed i n
accordance wi t h t he pr ovi si ons of Sect i on 145B ( CH.140,MGL) or has been certi fi ed exempt
f r om such provi si on as outl i ned i n Secti on 137 or 137A. ( CH.140,MGL)  All dogs over 6 months
of age must wear rabies tags at all times.

V acci nated ani mal s shal l be r evacci nat ed per i odi call y in accor dance wit h r ules and r egul at ions
adopt ed and pr omul gat ed by t he Massachusett s  Depart ment  of Publi c  Heal th.
( Art . 21, ATM  1997)

6.04.050    Dog t ag.
T he owner or keeper of a licensed dog shal l cause it t o wear ar ound it s neck or body a col lar or
har ness of l eat her or ot her suit abl e mater ial , t o which shall be securel y att ached a t ag i n a f or m
pr escribed by and i ssued by t he T own Cl er k when a l i cense i s issued. Such t ag shall st at e t he
f oll owing: ( a) T own of T ewksbur y, ( b) year of i ssue, and ( c) t ag number . If any such t ag shal l be
l ost , t he owner or keeper of such dog shall forthwith secur e a subst it ut e t ag f r om t he T own Cl er k
at  a  cost of f i ve  ( $5.00) doll ar s.

T he pr ovi si on of Secti on 138 ( change of owner and out of state/country), Section 138A
(commercial sale) and Secti on 146 ( li cense val id t hr oughout Commonweal t h) of (CH.140, MGL)
shall be expressly incorporated her ewit h and shal l hencef or th appl y under  t hi s Byl aw.
( Ar t . 21, ATM  1997, Art . 32, AT M 2009)

6.04.060    Li cense f ees   Late f ees – P enal ti es.
The fee is $15.00 for a dog license, $20.00 if the dog has not been spayed or neutered, payable
on January 1.

Late Fees: If your dog is not licensed by March 15th, an additional Late Fee of $5.00 will be
assessed.

If your dog is not licensed by July 1st, an additional Late Fee of $10.00 will be assessed.

January 1st - March 15th March 16th – July 1st July 2nd – December 31st

Spayed or 
Neutered

$15 $20 $30

Not Spayed or 
Neutered

$20 $25 $35

The license fee for a spayed or neutered dog shall be less than the license fee of an intact dog.
Upon application for a license, the Town Clerk shall require a certificate from the veterinarian
who spayed or neutered the dog as proof that the dog is spayed or neutered; provided, however,
that if the city or town clerk is satisfied that the certificate of the veterinarian who spayed or
neutered the dog cannot be obtained, the clerk may instead accept a receipt of a bill from the
veterinarian who performed such procedure or a statement signed under the penalties of perjury
by a veterinarian registered and practicing in the commonwealth describing the dog and stating
that the veterinarian has examined the dog, which appears to have been spayed or neutered and
incapable of propagation. (Art. 37, ATM 2013)



Except as pr ovi ded by Sect ion 138 ( CH.140, MGL) a per son appl yi ng f or a li cense her eunder
shal l be obli gat ed t o pay al l outstanding f ees r el at ed t o t he dog i n questi on pr evi ousl y r equi red
by t his  byl aw.

Det er mi nat i on of l icensi ng el i gi bi li t y, dogs not r equir ed t o be l i censed, or r ef undi ng l i cense f ees
shal l be det er mi ned as  set  out i n Section 139, ( CH.140, MGL) .

Any dog, i mpounded by t he Ani mal Contr ol Of fi cer or ot her s dul y authori zed, which is not
wear i ng a t ag indi cat ing a cur r ent r abi es vacci nati on, shal l be vacci nated by a l icensed
vet er inari an. T he owner shall be requi red to pay such cost . ( Art . 26, AT M 2004; Art . 21, AT M
1997, Art . 32, ATM 2009)

6.04.070   K ennel  li cense – F ees.

K ennel  Li cense/ Fees:
Fi ve  ( 5)  dogs  or  less $50.00
T en ( 10)  dogs  or l ess $100.00
Fi ft een ( 15)  dogs  or l ess $150.00
Over  fifteen dogs $300.00

Sai d f ees are subj ect t o al l ot her condit i ons set f ort h i n Secti on 139 ( CH.140, MGL) . ( Ar t . 26,
AT M  2004; Ar t . 21, ATM  1997, Ar t . 32, ATM  2009, Art. 21 ATM 2025)

(a) A person maintaining a kennel shall obtain a kennel license. A licensing authority shall
issue, suspend, renew and revoke kennel licenses as specified in this chapter and any other law.
In the case of an applicant for initial licensure or license renewal, a licensing authority shall
deny a kennel license until a kennel has passed inspection by an animal control officer.

(b)(1) The issuing city or town shall determine the period of time for which a kennel license
shall be valid, including the date of issuance of the license through the date on which the license
expires, inclusive, and shall further determine the fee for the issuance and renewal of a license;
provided, however, that in determining the amount of the license fee for a kennel, a dog under
the age of 3 months shall not be counted in the number of dogs kept in a kennel. The name and
address of the owner of each dog kept in a kennel, if other than the person maintaining the
kennel, shall be kept at the kennel and available for inspection by an animal control officer,
natural resource officer, deputy natural resource officer, fish and game warden or police officer.
A kennel that owns or keeps a dog over the age of 6 months shall comply with section 145B.

(2) A commercial boarding or training kennel shall maintain records of individual dog licenses,
as required in section 137, for all dogs in its care. (Acts of 2024) 

(c) The licensing authority shall issue a kennel license without charge to a domestic charitable
corporation incorporated exclusively for the purpose of protecting animals from cruelty, neglect
or abuse or for the relief of suffering. 

(d) The licensing authority shall specify on the license the type of kennel and the maximum
number of animals that may be maintained by the licensee. Such number shall be determined by
the licensing authority and the animal control officer following the required inspection. For
commercial boarding or training kennels, the number of animals shall be determined following



the required inspection and in accordance with regulations promulgated pursuant to section
174G to ensure the property can support the number of animals while ensuring their health and
safety. 

(e) Annually, not later than June 1, the licensing authority shall send to the department a list of
all kennels and their addresses licensed by the city or town pursuant to this section. 

(f) Commercial boarding or training kennels shall report to the licensing authority injuries to
animals or people that occur on their premises and the licensing authority shall investigate all
reports.

(g) A person who violates this section shall be assessed a fine by the licensing authority of $500
for a first offense and a fine of not more than $1,000 for a second or subsequent offense. (Acts
of 2024) (Art. 21 ATM 2025)

6.04.080   Ani m al  Control Of f icer.
T he T own Manager shall appoi nt an Ani mal Cont r ol Off i cer and as many Assi stant Ani mal
Cont r ol Of fi cer s as he/ she det er mi nes necessar y t o enf or ce t hi s byl aw and, sai d i ndi vi dual( s)
shall  enf or ce  t hi s  byl aw  and per for m such ot her  duti es  as  t he Town Manager may de t er mi ne.
T he Ani mal Cont rol Of fi cer shal l seek out , catch and conf i ne al l dogs wit hin t he Town t hat have
not been l i censed wi t hi n si xt y ( 60) days of t he ti me t he dog i s r equi r ed t o be li censed under thi s
byl aw; and shal l seek out , catch and confi ne any dogs wi t hi n t he T own t hat ar e f ound on publ ic
pr oper ty, or on pri vat e pr oper t y wher e sai d dog i s tr espassi ng and t he owner or person in cont rol
of such property wants the dog removed, said dog bei ng i n vi ol ati on of t his r equi rement of t hi s
byl aw ; and shall seek out , catch and confine any dog within t he T own when sai d dog was cit ed f or
a vi olati on of any pr ovi sion of thi s byl aw, and the owner or keeper has f ail ed, wi t hi n t went y-one
( 21) days, t o avail hi m/ herself t o t he pr ovi si on of t his byl aw, or wi t hi n t went y-one ( 21) days of a
deter mi nati on by t he court under t he provi si on of Chapter 1.08, General Penal t y, T own by l aws,
t hat  any sums  ar e  due and has  f ail ed t o pay sai d sums.

Any owner or keeper of any dog who r ef uses t o t ur n over any dog t o t he Ani mal Cont r ol
Off icer upon demand, sai d seeki ng out , cat chi ng or confi nement authorized in the above
paragraph shall be punished by a fine of one hundred and f if t y ( $150.00) doll ars. Each day t hat
sai d vi ol at ion cont inues shal l const it ut e a separ ate of f ense.

No person shal l i nt er fer e wit h, hi nder , mol est or abuse an Ani mal Cont r ol Of fi cer i n t he exer ci se
of such responsi bil it ies T he pr ovi si ons of Secti on 151 and 151A ( CH.140,MGL) r egar di ng
euthanization and/ or t ransfer of any dogs shal l appl y and are expr essl y i ncor porated i n t his
byl aw. No Ani mal Cont r ol Of fi cer shal l be a l i censed ani mal deal er r egi ster ed wi t h t he Unit ed
St ates Depart ment of Agr i cul tur e, and no Ani mal Cont r ol Of f icer , eit her pr i vat el y or i n t he
cour se of carr yi ng out hi s/ her off icial assi gnment s as an agent for t his T own, or shal l any ot her
agent of t he T own, gi ve, sel l , or t ur n over any ani mal whi ch ma y co me i nt o cust ody t o any
business or inst it ut i on licensed or r egi st ered as a research facility or ani mal deal er wi t h t he Unit ed
St ates Depar t ment of Agr i culture. Whoever violates the provisions of this paragr aph shal l be
puni shed as pr ovi ded i n Secti on 151 ( CH.140,MGL) .

Dut i es of Off i cers. Each poli ce of fi cer , Ani mal Contr ol Of f icer or Assi stant Ani mal Control
Officer to whom such aut hori t y i s issued shall , on t he fi rst week of ever y mont h, ma ke r et ur ns t o
t he Di r ect or of Publ ic Heal th and shal l st at e in sai d r et ur ns t he number of dogs which he/ she has



caught , conf ined or euthanized, or made availabl e f or adopti on, the names of t he owner s or
keeper s ther eof and whether al l unl icensed dogs i n t he T own have been caught , confi ned
euthanized, or adopt ed, and the names of per sons agai nst whom co mpl ai nt s have been made
under t he pr ovi si on of Chapter 140, MGL, and t hi s byl aw r el at i ng t o dogs, and whet her com
pl ai nts have been ent er ed agai nst all of t he persons who have f ai l ed t o compl y t her ewit h si nce
t he previ ous r epor t . ( Art . 26, AT M 2004;  Ar t . 21, AT M 1997, Ar t . 32, ATM  2009)

6.04.090    H eari ng Of f icer.
T he T own Manager shal l appoi nt a Heari ng Of f icer who shall act on his/ her behalf of all matters
pertaining to t he enf or cement of t hi s byl aw and the sett li ng of any di sput es bet ween dog
owner /keeper , the T own or  it s r esi dent s. ( Art . 21, AT M 1997)

6.04.100    Leash l aw .
No owner or keeper of any dog shal l per mi t such dog t o run at lar ge at any t i me. The provisions of
this section shall not be i ntended t o apply t o dogs par ti cipati ng i n any dog show, nor t o seei ng eye
dogs pr oper l y tr ained t o assist bli nd persons f or the purpose of ai di ng t hem i n goi ng f r om pl ace
t o pl ace, nor to any dogs proper l y t r ai ned and under  t he  cont rol  of ai di ng t he deaf .

Rest rai nt of Dogs . No person shall own, keep or har bor in t he T own, wit hin t he confines of t he
owner’s proper t y ( meani ng owned, r ent ed or l eased) , any dog whi ch i s l eft unatt ended and is not
l eashed or ot her wi se rest rai ned or , i f out si de the premi ses of t he owner ( meaning owned, r ent ed or
leased), any dog which is not held f i r ml y on a l eash no gr eat er t han si x ( 6) feet i n lengt h by a
per son who shall have cont r ol of such dog. T his r egul ati on shall not appl y t o a dog
accompanyi ng a per son who, by r eason of hi s/ her di sabil it y, i s physi call y unable t o compl y wi t h
t he  requir ement s  of  t hi s byl aw or  t o any i ndi vi dual who util i zes  a seei ng-eye  gui de dog.

Leash Law:
1st  Off ense: $50.00
2nd Of fense: $100.00
3rd Offense: $300.00
Each Subsequent  Of f ense: $500.00

Unr est r ai ned dogs ma y be t aken by t he Ani mal Cont r ol Of f icer or poli ce and i mpounded in an
animal shelter, and t her e conf i ned i n a humane manner . If t he dog can be i denti fi ed, t he Ani mal
Cont r ol Off i cer shal l noti f y t he owner of t he i mpoundment . Impounded dogs shall be kept f or
s e v e n  ( 7 )  days unl ess recl ai med by t hei r owner . Dogs not cl ai med wi t hi n t en seven (7) or not
placed i n sui table homes may be placed in a recognized non-profit animal shelter that meets
MSPCA standards for future adoption.  In addit i on t o  or in li eu of i mpoundi ng a dog f ound at
l ar ge, t he Ani mal Cont r ol Off icer or pol i ce of fi cer shall i ssue to the known owner of such dog a
not ice of t he byl aw vi ol ati on. Dogs bei ng conveyed i n a vehi cl e or boat shal l be deemed t o be
under t he personal contr ol of t he owner/ keeper or cust odian thereof. This bylaw shall not apply t o
dogs commonl y known t o be used for hunt i ng, t racki ng or advanced obedi ence t r ai ni ng
pur poses duri ng any per i od sai d dogs ar e being used f or such acti vi t y. Any do g bei ng used f or
advanced obedi ence tr ai ni ng shall have wr it ten pr oof of an AK C obedi ence cer ti fi cate and be
under total supervision, within fifty (50) feet, of a t r ai ner or owner . ( Ar t . 26, ATM 2004; Art . 21,
AT M 1997, Ar t . 32, AT M  2009) (Art. 37, ATM 2013)



6.04.110   P ubl i c nui sances.
Ever y owner or keeper of a dog shal l exerci se pr oper car e and contr ol of his/ her dog so as to
prevent said dogs f r om becomi ng a publ i c nuisance. It shal l be deemed a publi c nui sance if any
dog shoul d t r espass upon pri vat e or publ i c pr opert y and deposi t feces t her eon, unless
i mmedi at el y r emoved by t he owner or keeper of said dog.  Ever y Owner or keeper of sai d dog,
who al l ows a dog in t hei r contr ol or possessi on t o conti nuousl y bar k f or mor e t han t en ( 10)
consecuti ve mi nutes shall be deemed a PUBL IC NUI SANCE.

Femal e Dogs i n Heat . Ever y f emal e dog i n heat shal l be confi ned i n a buil di ng or secur ed
encl osur e i n such a manner t hat such f emal e dog cannot come i nt o cont act wi t h anot her ani mal
except f or pl anned br eeding. The Ani mal Cont r ol Of fi cer shall have t he power t o enf or ce a
r egul at i on t o el i mi nate what he/ she may deem to be a nuisance. Penalt y f or t he vi ol ati on of thi s
secti on shal l  be:

1st  Off ense: $50.00
2nd Of fense: $100.00
3rd Offense: $300.00
Each Subsequent  Of f ense: $500.00

Noi se, Dist ur bances, Chasing V ehi cl es, Tr espassing, etc. No owner or keeper shall fail to exercise
proper care and cont rol of hi s/ her dog to pr event sai d dog fr om becomi ng a publ ic nui sance.
Bar ki ng f r equentl y or f or conti nued dur at ion or maki ng sounds whi ch cr eat e a noise disturbance
across a residential real property boundar y, mol est i ng passersby, chasing vehicles, attacking
people or other domestic animals, trespassing on school gr ounds or t respassi ng on pr i vat e pr opert y
i n such a man ner t o damage pr opert y shall be deemed a nui sance. Penalt y f or t he vi ol at i on of t his
secti on shall  be:

1st Offense: $50.00
2nd Offense: $100.00
3rd Offense: $300.00
Each Subsequent Offense: $500.00

Quar ant i ne of Dog T hat Bites. T he dog owner or keeper shall immediately, and within twenty-four
(24) hours, not if y t he  Boar d of  Heal th if  t he  dog bi tes  a person.

A dog t hat bi tes a person shal l be quar anti ned f or t en ( 10) days if or dered by t he Ani mal
Inspect or . Dur i ng quar anti ne, t he dog shal l be secur el y confi ned and kept fr om cont act wi t h any
ot her ani mal . At t he di scret i on of t he Ani mal Inspect or the quar anti ne may be on t he premi ses of
t he owner. If t he Ani mal Inspector requires ot her conf i nement , t he owner shal l surr ender the
ani mal f or t he quar ant i ne peri od to an animal shelter or shall at hi s/her own expense place i t i n a
f acil it y appr oved by t he  Ani mal  i nspect or .

If sai d dog i s i n vi ol at i on of one ( 1) or mor e of t he f ol l owi ng: unl icensed, unr est rained or is not
currently vacci nat ed wit h ant i-r abi es vacci ne, the owner shal l surr ender t he ani mal f or t he
quar anti ne per i od t o a veterinary hospit al  at  t he  owner  or keeper ’s  expense.



Ani mal s Suspected of Bei ng Rabi d. No pol ice off i cer or other per son shal l euthanize or cause t o
be euthanized any ani mal suspected of bei ng r abid, except aft er t he ani mal has been placed in
quarantine and the diagnosis of rabies made by a l i censed veteri nar i an. If a vet eri nar i an or Animal
Inspect or diagnoses r abi es i n an ani mal i n quar anti ne, t hen t he ani mal shal l be humanel y
euthanized and t he head of such ani mal sent to a l abor ator y f or pat hol ogi cal exami nat i on and
conf ir mat i on of  di agnosi s.

Ant i - Rabi c Vacci ne and Tr eat ment . The Boar d of Heal th shall , upon application, furnish free of
charge to any T own resident who has been exposed t o r abi es, or may have been so exposed,
ant i-r abi c vacci ne and anti-r abic tr eat ment , i n accor dance wit h r ules and regul ations which t he
Massachusett s Depart ment of Publi c Heal th is aut hor i zed t o make. Any r esi dent shall have the
ri ght t o sel ect hi s/ her own physi ci an, who shal l be pai d by t he T own at a r at e est abl ished by t he
Boar d of Heal th and t he f act t hat a physi ci an is a me mber of t he Boar d of Heal t h shall not
di squali f y hi m/ her f r om bei ng so sel ect ed and f r om bei ng pai d by t he T own f or hi s/ her ser vi ces.
Rei mbur sement f or t he cost of f ur ni shing vacci ne and t reat ment shal l be made fr om t he Dog
Fund.

Or deri ng Dogs Muzzl ed or Rest rai ned. Al l t he provi si ons of Sect ion 167 ( CH.140,MGL) shall
be incor por ated i nt o t his byl aw except t hat any dog hel d under t he pr ovi si ons of Sect ion 167
( CH.140,MGL) may not be r eleased unti l all t he requi rement s of t hi s byl aw, r egar ding l i censi ng
and t he f ee f or car e of t he ani mal ar e compl i ed wi t h. Al l ot her provi si ons of Secti on 167
( CH.140,MGL) shall be i ncorpor at ed her ein. ( Art . 26, AT M 2004; Ar t. 21, AT M 1997, Art . 37,
ATM  2007, Ar t . 32, ATM  2009)

6.04.120    Di sposi ti on of  dogs .
Any do g conf i ned by t he Ani mal Cont r ol Of fi cer , unless pi cked up by t he owner , shal l be kept f or
at l east seven (7) days, at whi ch ti me said dog may be di sposed of i n a manner approved by t he
Boar d of Heal t h, provi ded t hat at the end of seven (7) days, t he Ani mal Contr ol Of ficer may ma ke
avai l able for adopti on any dog not f ound t o be di seased. Any dog conf i ned by t he Ani mal
Cont r ol Of fi cer shal l not be r eleased t o t he owner or keeper unt il t he owner pr oduces evi dence of
a cur rent dog li cense, T he Ani mal Cont rol Of fi cer shal l establi sh a pr ocedure for t he adopt i on of
abandoned dogs and in conj uncti on wi t h t he Di r ect or of Publi c Heal th set any f ees or deposi ts
requir ed. (Art. 37, ATM 2013)

Any f ees i n t his par agr aph ar e t o be i n addit ion t o f ees or l i nes as specif ied elsewher e i n thi s
byl aw and/ or under Massachuset t s General Laws. No dog shall be t urned over or sol d i n any
manner inconsistent with Sect i on 151 ( CH.140,MGL) or di sposed of i nconsist ent wit h t he
provi si ons  of  Sect ion 151A ( CH.140,MGL) .

Recl ai mi ng Impounded Dogs. An owner r ecl ai mi ng a n i mpounded dog shal l pay all boarding
costs.   In addi t i on, i f appl icabl e, veterinary costs plus costs for any required vaccinat i ons as
required by MGL c. 140 Section 145 B, if the dog is not up-to-date on its annual vaccinations,
as certified by a licensed veterinarian. (Art. 37, ATM 2013)

T he pr ovi si ons of Sect i on 160, and Secti on 161 ( CH.140, MGL) r egar di ng pr oper ty da mage,
appr aisal  and r ei mbur sement ar e expr essly i ncor por at ed i n thi s byl aw.

T he pr ovi si ons of Sect i on 171 ( CH.140, MGL) , l i abil it y of damages, ar e expr essl y incor por at ed
i nt o t hi s by l aw. ( Ar t . 26, AT M  2004; Ar t . 21, ATM  1997, Ar t. 32, AT M 2009)



6.04.130    Disposition Process
T he owner or keeper of t he dog t hat r ecei ves a cit at i on under thi s byl aw, may admit to the offense
charged by per sonall y or t hr ough a dul y aut hor i zed agent or by mai l i ng t o t he T own Cl er k, sai d
ci tati on al ong wi t h payment i n t he amount as aut hor i zed under t he penalt y pr ovi sions of t hi s
byl aw. Sai d payment shall be by postal not e, money or der or per sonal check. T he payment t o t he
T own shall oper ate as a final disposition of the case. ( Art . 21, ATM  1997) (Art. 37, ATM 2013)

6.04.140    Non-Crim i nal  Disposi ti on of  Vi ol ati on.
If an y per son so not if ied by ci tati on desir es t o cont est t he vi ol ation alleged in the citation notice,
he/ she ma y avail him/herself to the procedures established in Chapter 1.08, Section 1.08.010, of
the T own of T ewksbur y T own By-Laws. In ei t her of t he above cases, or if t he owner or keeper
of a dog f ail s t o respond t o t he ci tation wi t hin t went y-one ( 21) days, t he T own Cl er k shal l
for war d a copy of t he ci t at i on t o t he Distr ict Cour t wher e i t shal l be handl ed under t he provi si ons
of Ar ti cl e 1, Secti on 2 of t he T own By-Laws. ( Ar t . 21, AT M 1997) (Art. 37, ATM 2013)

6.04.150    B yl aw  vi olati on.
Pr oceedi ngs under t hi s sect ion shal l not be cri mi nal . If any vi ol at i on is cont inuing, each day’ s
vi ol at i on shall be deemed t o be a separ ate vi olati on. Compl ai nt s wil l be sought i n a Di st ri ct Court
accor di ng t o Chapt er 140, Secti on 173A, Massachusett s  Gener al  Laws.
Enf orcement of thi s sect i on ma y, i n t he f ir st i nst ance, be pur sued t hr ough t he provi si ons of
Sect i on 21D, Chapt er 40, Massachuset ts Gener al Laws, whi ch pr ovides f or a non-cr i mi nal
di sposi ti on. T he enf orci ng per  sons shall be any poli ce of ficer of t he T own and t he Animal
Cont r ol Officer and the Assistant Animal Control Of f icer .
( Art . 26, ATM  2004;  Art . 21, ATM  1997)

6.04.160    P enal ty B yl aw vi ol ati on.
( 1) T he foll owi ng penalti es, except wher e other wi se i ndi cat ed her ei n, shal l be i n effect f or
vi ol at i ons of the pr ovi sions  of  t hi s byl aw: (Art. 37, ATM 2013)

Non-Cr i mi nal Di sposit ion t hr ough Chapt er 1.08,
General Penalt y T own of T ewksbur y, T own By-Laws:
1st  Off ense: $50.00
2nd Of fense: $100.00
3rd Offense: $300.00
Each Subsequent  Of f ense: $500.00

( 2) Penal ti es f or vi ol at ions of any pr ovi si on of t his byl aw, except where ot her wi se i ndi cat ed,
shall  be  one hundr ed ( $100.00)  dol l ar s.
( Ar t . 22, AT M  2000: Ar t . 21, ATM  1997, Ar t . 32, ATM  2009)



6.04.170    Dog F und.
A Do g Fund i s her eby cr eated by t he T own under the pr ovi si ons of MGL., Chapter 44, Secti on
53E, sai d f und t o be used as a deposi tor y f or all moni es col lected as f ees, fi nes, char ges, penalt i es
and other like monies i mposed under t hi s byl aw. It shall be admi nist er ed by t he
Tr easurer/ Coll ect or  and may al so  r ecei ve  f unds f r om usual  muni ci pal  fi nanci ng met hods.
Recei pt s all ocat ed t o t hi s f und shal l be  deposi t ed i n a  special account  by t he Treasur er .
Expendit ur es may be char ged agai nst t his fund wit hout pr ior appr opri ati on, subj ect t o t he
approval by t he T own Cler k, and shall be l i mi t ed t o pur poses di r ectly connect ed t o the
enf orcement of t he pr ovi si ons of t he  dog byl aw.

Sai d expendi t ur es, or i ncurred l iabil it ies, shall not exceed t he availabl e bal ance of t he f und at any
gi ven t i me  nor t he  act ual amount s deposi ted to it  dur i ng t he pr evi ous f iscal  year .
T he unexpended bal ance i n t his account at t he end of each f iscal year shall be deposited into the
General Fund.

At t he wr it t en r equest of t he T own Cler k, t o t he Audi t or, a port i on of t he unexpended bal ance
shal l remain  i n t he Dog Fund, t o provi de f or t he pur chase of suppl ies and t echnical ser vi ces t o
mai nt ai n the Dog Progra m.

Any vet er inari an r egi st er ed under t he pr ovi si ons of Sect ion 55 or 56A ( Ch.112,MGL) who
pr ovi ded emer gency t r eat ment of a dog or cat t hat i s i nj ur ed on any publ ic way i n T ewksbury
shal l recei ve ( in l i eu of payment al l owed i n Sect i on 151B, CH.140,MGL) , payment f r om t he Do g
Fund pr ovi ded by t hi s byl aw. Al l ot her provi si ons of Sect i on 151B ( CH.140,MGL) shall be
i ncor por at ed herei n under  thi s byl aw.

T he Select Board shal l det er mi ne cer t ai n sal ar ies or expenses t hat may not be f unded wi th t hi s
f und but must be appropri ated t hrough t he usual muni cipal fi nanci ng procedure, and such
determination shall be bi ndi ng on t his admi ni st rat ion of t his f und by t he Tr easurer/ Coll ect or.
( Ar t . 21, AT M 1997) (Art. 37, ATM 2013)



6.04.180    MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS INCORPORATED INTO THIS BY-LAW
The provisions of the following Sections of Chapter 140 of Massachusetts General Laws, as may 
be Amended from time to time, shall be incorporated into and apply to this By-Law as referred to
in this article.

Section:
137 Registration and Licenses
137B Sale of Dogs by Kennels Regulated
137D No Dog Licenses to Persons Convicted of Cruelty to Animals
138 Licenses
138A Importation of Dogs & Cats for Resale
139A Shelters; sale or gift of dog or cat not spayed or neutered
141A Penalties for failure to license
145B Rabies Vaccination
147 Issuance of licenses & disposition of fees
147A By-Laws & Ordinances relative to regulations of dogs
149 Accounts
150 Dog Listing
153 Form of Warrant
155 Liability for Damage to Persons or Property
155A Indemnification
156 Any Person may Kill Dog, Under Certain Conditions
157 Vicious Dogs
158 Killing of Vicious Dogs
159 Treble Damages for Injuries
160 Bond by Owner or Keeper
161A No Reimbursement in Certain Cases
162 Reward for Killing or Evidence in Certain Cases
163 Notice to Owner to Kill or Confine Dog
164 Penalty for Failure to Kill or Confine
166 Damaged Parties, Choice of Remedies
168 Penalty for Failure to Muzzle or Restrain
169 Neglect of Duty by any Officer, Penalty
171 Liability of Dog Owner for Damage
173A Disposition of Complaints for Violation of Dog Control Laws
174 Recovery of Fines and Penalties
174A Regulating Killing of Dogs
174B Dogs to be restrained in Certain Rest Areas
174D Research Institutions
174G Rules and Regulations for Commercial Boarding or Training Kennels; 

Investigations; Inspections.



6.04.190  EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION DATE OF THIS BY-LAW
This By-Law shall go into effect on December 31, 1997, and until said date, all areas of
Massachusetts General Laws and Chapter 1.08 and Chapter 6.04, Town of Tewksbury By-Laws
shall remain in effect.

6.04.200  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this By-Law is for any reason held to be
invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions
of this By-Law.  No provision or interpretation of a provision of this By-Law is intended to be
either in conflict with or an attempt to change any statutory provision in Chapter 140,
Massachusetts General Laws, pertaining to dogs.

Description Town Meeting Attorney
General

Approved

1 Chapter 6.04 - Dogs Article 21
5/5/1997-ATM

Adopted

2 Dog Fund Article 21
10/5/1999-ATM

1/1/2000

3 Amend Dog Officer to 
Animal Control Officer

Article 26 – 
5/5/2004-ATM

8/19/2004

4 Public Nuisance Article 37 – 
5/9/2007-ATM

9/24/2007

5 Amend Dog Fees & 
Penalties; Clarify Leash 
Law

Article 32 – 
5/6/2009-ATM

9/8/2009

6 Definitions (Kennel)
Fee Differential for Intact 
Dogs, Stray Hold Period, 
Disposition Process

Article 37 – 
5/6/2013-ATM

8/14/2013

7 Penalty Bylaw
Violation Fees

Article 15 – 
10/01/2019 – STM

12/13/2019

8 Definition, Rules and 
Regulations for 
Commercial Boarding or 
Training Kennels 

Article 21
5/5/2025 ATM




