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Photograph

Recorded by: Julie Ann Larry
Organization: ttl-architects
Date (month / year): August 2010

Assessor’s Number ~ USGS Quad  Area(s) Form Number

08 24

Town: Tewksbury

Place: (neighborhood or village)

Address: 227 Whipple Street

Historic Name: Arthur and Elizabeth Lee House

Uses: Present: Single Family Residential
Original: Single Family Residential

Date of Construction: 1900-1910

Source: Census Records

Style/Form: No Style

Architect/Builder:

Exterior Material:
Foundation:  Concrete

Wall/Trim: Wood Clapboards

Roof: Asphalt Shingles

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:
Greenhouse foundations and partial greenhouse
Garage

Shed

Chimney

Major Alterations (with dates):

Additions (1940s)

Condition: Good

Moved: no|X| yesl| | Date

Acreage: 9.0 Acres

Setting: Located in a formerly rural area

developed in the second half of the 20" century as a
suburban residential area.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

The simple vernacular house at 227 Whipple Road is L-shaped in plan. The one-and-a-half story building has a one-story
enclosed porch on the south side and a one-story addition on the north. The house rests on a concrete foundation. The walls are
clad in clapboards. The gable roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. A gable front wall dormer projects above the eave. There are
two brick chimneys, one on the rear elevation, and one painted exterior end wall chimney on the north elevation of the enclosed
porch. Windows are predominately 2/1 double-hung sashes. Entrance to the house is through the enclosed porch.

The remains of a large wholesale greenhouse operation formerly associated with this property include the tall brick chimney of
the greenhouse shop, part of a gable front wood frame greenhouse, and a gable front concrete block shed. There is also a two
car garage to the west of the house. The side gable garage is clad in wood clapboards and sits on a concrete foundation. Aerial
images indicate there were five greenhouses, three to the east of the shop and two connecting the shop to the garage.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.

Tewksbury’s prominent industry at the turn of the 20" century was commercial gardening. Along Whipple, North, Pleasant,
Marshall and Main Streets, resident’s developed greenhouses and market gardens to grow carnation and other commercial
flowers. The greenhouses at 227 Whipple Road may have been constructed 1900-1910, but they were definitely built by 1930
when they were operated as Lee’s Greenhouses by Mrs. Elizabeth Lee, the wife of Arthur Lee, a loom fixer in a mill in Lowell.
Evelyn Whitehead (1899-1969) was the daughter of Arthur and Elizabeth Lee. The Lee’s moved to Whipple Road, then Billerica
Road, 1900-1910. As a young women Evelyn worked as a stenographer in an office. Evelyn married Ralph Whitehead, a
salesman, 1930-1940 and they lived on Whipple Road with her parents. Ralph and Evelyn continued to operate the
greenhouses in the 1950s and 1960s. According to Town valuations, the property included in 1948 and 1965 10-acres, the
house, 2-car garage, three greenhouses, and the boiler room garage.

The Evelyn Whitehead Estate sold the property to Joan McCool in 1970. However, the greenhouses were operated c1975 as
Lee’s Greenhouses by Lee and Veronica Taylor.

Additional owners include: Joan McCool (1970-2010).
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